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Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Tibor Toth and I am
a 37 year-old Hungarian. Iam a director of the Department of Pathology
in a County Hospital in Vesprem, which is in the west region of Hungary.

Why am I in Japan? This is an old story. In my native-town, there is a
famous museum, which has got a lot of valuable Japanese art-collections.
It was collected by my compatriot who lived in Japan in the last century.
When I was young —if I had time— [ went to the museum to observe this
exhibition. At that time I decided I would go to Japan in my lifetime.

What does this term mean: Japan for Europeans? Famous traditions,
Fujiyama, Shinto Shrines, Buddhist Temples, Tea-ceremony, Samurais,
Geishas, Hirosima and Nagasaki, Sakura, Bunraku and Kabuki, shocking
statistical data, highly developed electronics, mountains and seas.

My life 1s combined with things Japanese. Abe Kobo and Kurosawa are
my favourite film directors. In my department, there are Japanese micro-
scopes. At my home my library contains some anthologies by famous
Japanese poets and Japanese water-painting collections.

How did I realize my childhood’s dream? My research theme is a renal
pathology. Professor Takebayashi is one of the most famous doctors in
this scientific field. I asked him to engage me as a member of researchers
in his department. Last year I was fortunately invited by him to his
institute in Fukuoka University. I started a long trip with my family to
Japan on July 31. During this trip, we were somewhat anxious, but at the
same time we felt happy. On August 4th, I caught the first sight of Japan
island from the ship on the Japan sea. 1 think it was one of the most
important moments in my life, as well as my family.

At last my childhood’s dream has been realized. I will never forget the
deep emotion when I met the persons at my new institute in Fukuoka
University and Doctor Takeda and Mrs. Takeda at Hakata station. Since
August 9th,  have been working at the 2nd Department of Pathology. My
new theme in the institute is very interesting for me: morphometric
examination of membranous glomerulonephritis using electron micros-
copy. The circumstances for my study in the University is very excellent
(these are important for my study); there are numerous books and jour-
nals, electron microscopies, and lots of renal materials. I hope the results
of my research work will be good. My colleagues are good consulting
partners, excellent pathologists, and they are very kind and helpful to me.

I and my family have a good impression on Fukuoka, which is a fasci-
nating city. This city has old and modern sights of town, where I really
like walking around. I admire famous Japanese gardens, curious Japanese
flowers and trees, which we have never seen in Hungary. The first festival
that we saw in Japan was Hojoya, a colourful old festival in Hakata. We
danced in Bon-odori in Momochi with our friends. One of the famous and
dynamic festivals was Karatsu-Kunchi, which made a strong impression
on me. [ feel that keeping old traditions is one of the most important
things in the life of any country.

We have many Japanese friends, who teach us how to live in Japan. We
are interested in the Japanese traditions, education system, the Japanese
life style, the Japanese arts and the Japanese foods. At first, the Japanese
foods were strange for us, but now, we like all of them; crabs, miso-soup,
tofu and so on.

We are enjoying ourselves very much in Japan. [ hope we will receive
many, many new impressions, and want to get new knowledge and
information about Japan.

Please accept my country’s greeting.
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